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CHANDAHKAUSTUBHA

Edited by

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN, M.A.,L.T.,
AND
T. A. K. VENKATACHARIAR.

Chandahkaustubha is an exposition of the metres that are
found in Vedic and Classicial Sanskrit. Though prosody is dealt
with by some ancient scholars like Pingalanaga, the various metres.
have been described in this work in an elaborate manner. The

-matra-vrttas viz., the metres based on matras are described only
after the description of the metres based on letters or syllables.
unlike the usual practice in the reverse order.

The total number of metres dealt with herein is 267 out of
which 41 are based on matras. Since this work is dedicated to-
Lord Visnu, this is called Kaustubha which is supposed to be the
main ornament of Lord Visnu and the chapters herein are corres=
pondingly styled as prabhas. This consists of 9 chapters.

The author of this work is one Radhadamodara, a disciple
of Nayananandadeva. It is understood from the commentary of
this work that this author is a Brahmin from Kanyakubja and a.
follower of Vallabha cult.

The commentator is one Vidyabhisana who was a native of
Bengal. He was a disciple of the author of the text, and like
him, was a follower of Vallabha doctrine. -

From the style of this work it may be inferred that the
authors of the text and the commentary belong to the beginning
of the 18th Century. Further details about the commentator can
be had from the introduction to the Szhityakaumudi published in
the Kavyamaila Series.

The edition of this work is based on a single manuscript
preserved in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library:
Madras, bearing R. No. 4509 - Paper - Devanagari, size 12} X 6%
inches, Lines 14 in a page. Foll. 28 - complete; purchased in
1924-25 from one Sri G. K. Svami Ayyangar, Annavasal Street,
Rajamannargudi, Tanjore District.
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NAMMALVAR UNCAR KAVITAI
Edited by VIDVAN V. S. KRISHNAN

This is a small treatise in praise of Nammalvar who is con-
sidered to be the most prominent among the twelve Vaisnava Saints
called Alvars. Because of his greatness heis also called Satha-
kopa, Parankuda, Alvar etc. Because of his fondness for the flower
called Vakula he is also called Vakulzbharana.

His birth place is Tirukurukéir which is situated on the
south bank of Tamraparni and now called Alvar Tirunagari in
the Tirunelveli District. He belongs to a peasant family and is
the son of Kari and Udayanangai. In his young age he was
called Maran and Karimaran.

On account of his staunch devotion, he was able to find out
the eternal truth even in his teens. He has composed many
poems in Tamil. Out of 4,000 verses of Divyaprabandha which
are considered to be the precious treasure of Tamil Vaisnavaite
literature, four varieties consisting of about 1300 verses wiz.,
Tiruviruttam, Tiruvasiriyam, Periya-tiruvantadi and Tiruvaymoli
‘are the compositions of this famous Alvar.

This work contains 21 verses except the benedictory stanza.
which deals with the greatness of Adinatha, the Lord situated at.
Alvartirunagari. All of them describe the greatness of Nammalvar
and his composition.

Ufical was a prevalent style in those days in which deities
and devotees were praised. Similar works are found with the
names Sriranganayakar Udal, Sriranganayakiyar Udal, Kanti-
matiyamman Ufical etc. The style is simple and interesting.

Neither the name nor the time of the author is known. At
the end of this woerk the following sentence is found viz.,
Tirumeni Tiruvenkatakkavivayar guruve namah. This gives room to-
suspect either the author or the copyist may be the disciple of
this Kavirayar.

This edition is based on a palm-leaf manuscript preserved
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, under
R. No. 459 (h).
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MANIKKAP PAVALAK KOVAI
Edited by Pulavar M. PASUPATHI.

The work  MANIKKA-P-PAVALA-K-KOVALI is in praise of
Lord Siva and it contains 12 poems. The line “&a Jrrlers
Jﬂ's;ﬁu@’i’curr B2 s sannansinsunsaissnsnsedtastapnenanis

is repeated at the end
of each poem like the work ‘‘ edsrevé sewenf.” The name of the

author and the age of this poem are not known. Another reading,
found on the leaf, is * Manikkar Pavalak Korvai”. Hence it may
be inferred that one Manikkavacakar who is different from the
Saiva saint, of the same name might have composed Nanattalidai,
Nanakkalitturai, Venba and this work also. Just like the ornaments
of coral and ruby, this work contains rich and powerful language.

The grammar of Kovai Prabandham is not applicable to this work.
The lines

“aliy e mesrier aerwearsSe Baarler
urig. e Bsro urrurlars sreawu@siQur 27’ and
“ gaard s.aar® pasrrg gaar@s
saars darp sowalar srer staru@suGur??
explain the divine greatness and the idea of Saiva Siddhanta.
Though the words are few and style is simple, the author takes
us to the depth of philosophical ocean. This sort of work is. of
high use to the Saivites. It is described under D. No. 2354 and
published on the basis of a single manuscript.
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SVAROPAMRTA

Edited by
Sri M. SHANKARANARAYANA BHAT.

This work has been edited on the basis of the
palm-leaf manuscript bearing D. No. 572 preserved in
the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.
The authorship of this work is attributed to Guru-
basava. It deals with the principles of Saiva philo-
sophy in the form of Bhamini Satpada metre. It is
in the form of teachings as delivered by Gurubasava
to his disciple. Its styleis simple and delicious. It
contains 77 stanzas in three chapters.
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SSAMBARAVADHAM

Edited by

M. N. RAMAKRISHNAN NAYAR

The story of ‘the birth of Pradyumma and theslaughter of
Sambara’ is from the Bhagavata (10th Skandha). Kamadeva, the
god of love who was burnt by the eye of Siva’s forehead is reborn
as the son of S'nkp_sr_la and Rukmini. At once he is abducted by
Sambarasura and thrown in to the sea. It was to save his own
life ; for Sambara had been fortified by a boon to the effect that
he would die only by the hand of Kamadeva. In one of the fishes
presented to Sambara by the fishermen, the cooks see Pradyumna,
and hand him over to Mayavati. The latter who is Rati herself
serving as one of Sambara’s cooks, brings up pradyumna, her
former lord. She tells the old story known from Narada and
persuades him to kill Sambara. After killing him, the triumphant
Pradyumna goes to Dvaravati along with Mayavati.

In the manuscript now being published, Sambara is described
as having seen the child in the fish and handed over to Mayavati
for bringing up. This deviation from the original story, however,
does not seem to be reasonable, for Sambara would have, in that
case, certainly suspected that it was the same child whom he
had thrown into the sea.

There is no indication about the authorship of this work
expect that the author perhaps belonged to ¢ Killikkurisdi >
This publicatjon is based on a palm-leaf manuscript No. D. 126
preserved in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras. Composed in simple language, the whole poem is in
“Mafijari > Metre.
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( Continued from Page 133 of Vol. XI No. 1.)
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